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Exhibition Policy

INTRODUCTION

The Courtyard, Hereford’s Centre for the Arts, is an important focus for visual arts in the county.  Demand has proved that there is limited space and opportunities in Herefordshire to display large and contemporary two-dimensional and three-dimensional work.  The Courtyard provides an excellent venue for displaying such work as a purpose built venue for the promotion of performing and visual arts.

AIMS

· To showcase a diverse range of work from local, national and international artists.

· Gallery exhibitions to be selected for their excellence and contemporary qualities.

· To exhibit a broad range of work, ranging from established artists to those at the start of their career.

· To be involved in and show the resulting work from community projects.

DELIVERY

· The Gallery will be used for contemporary large 2D works and sculpture.

· There will be approximately six exhibitions per year within the Gallery and ‘Canyons‘ through open invitation for a maximum of 3 selection meetings.  Five of these exhibitions will be selected by a panel comprising The Courtyard’s Chief Executive, the Sales & Marketing Manager, the Deputy Box Office Manager, Herefordshire Council’s Principal Arts Officer, and a practicing artist.

· Artists to be informed of selection dates by local, regional and national press releases, opportunity sections in specialist publications and word of mouth.

· The call for submissions may be themed or linked with The Courtyard programme.

· Technical assistance will be offered to artists setting up exhibitions. Each artist is expected to attend a meeting with the Chief Executive of The Courtyard (or his nominee) several months prior to the exhibition to discuss the exhibition AND be present during the hanging to give help and advice to the technical staff.  

· The Courtyard may, on occasion, collaborate with other organisations (i.e. schools) to plan and promote community projects linked to part of the Courtyard programme.

· The canyon spaces are available for exhibitions of 2D work only – flexible booking to allow opportunities for local artists and societies; however, if required they can be used to extend a gallery exhibition.

· The foyer space will be used to show sculpture when possible (the issue of public safety, restricting what can be shown) and where appropriate exhibit pieces relating to the Gallery exhibition.

· The Courtyard will promote the Gallery exhibitions in the brochure and press releases where possible.  Private views will be held for all of the main gallery exhibitions.

· Private views to be held when possible and appropriate for other exhibitions

· Provide interpretation specifically designed for the target audience.

· Evaluate exhibitions success in reaching target audience.

· The Garden area is also to be considered as an optional display area for appropriate sculpture.

ACQUISITIONS & DONATIONS

· New acquisitions proposals to be put forward to the selection panel when they meet.

· Acquisitions to be either loaned short term (one – six months) or given on a long-term basis (indefinitely).

· Pieces already acquired to be identified as either long term or short term.

· Consideration to be given to the limited space available when acquiring long-tern acquisitions, pieces could be temporarily stored if a particular space is required for an exhibition.

· The garden area is to be considered as an area suitable for the acquisition of large pieces or ‘vandal proof’ sculpture.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

· Work delivered for exhibiting shall be the same or similar to that chosen by the Panel.  The Panel reserves the right to withdraw any material unless the exhibitor has already confirmed any changes prior to the exhibition.

· The Gallery provides a visual stimulus to the public, with an emphasis on exhibiting, however, the gallery considers the sale of exhibits to also be an important role in its function.

· Exhibits sold during the course of the exhibition will not be removed until after the closing date of the exhibition.

· The Courtyard Gallery will not shy away from exhibiting works of a contentious nature; however, the Panel reserves the right to exercise its discretion when choosing exhibits to be displayed in the public domain.

· The Courtyard is unable to offer a fee to artists exhibiting at the present time, but in recognition of this work sold during the exhibition is subject to a commission charge of only 15% of the purchase price.

· The exhibiting artist(s) will be responsible for insuring their own work; if they wish, insurance can be arranged via The Courtyard’s Finance Department, but the cost will be recharged to the artist.  The Courtyard Trust cannot accept liability for any work damaged or stolen during the period of the exhibition or in transit to or from The Courtyard.
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