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About The Courtyard Centre for the Arts

The Courtyard is Herefordshire’s Centre for the Arts, located in the centre of the Cathedral City of Hereford, serving the county of Herefordshire and surrounding area.

The Courtyard opened in September 1998 as the result of a Lottery Capital build project and is in fact the first wholly funded Arts Lottery building in England.  During its first twelve years it has become a thriving, vibrant and extremely busy arts centre, serving a wide and diverse community from Herefordshire and the surrounding area.

In 2003 The Courtyard became a Regularly Funded Organisation (RFO) of the Arts Council and this was reconfirmed in 2008 during the Arts Council’s last review, when it received a further 26% increase in annual funding for a further three years.

Young people and families remain at the heart of the work of The Courtyard with over 400 young people involved every week in youth theatre and youth dance activities at the venue. The Courtyard also regularly undertakes work with older people and in many parts of the county through its outreach programme

The Courtyard has become a resource to local businesses and is now a significant player in the local economy.  In the latest Economic Impact Study undertaken by Sheffield University it was identified that The Courtyard contributed approximately £6 million to the local economy.  The Courtyard currently receives funding from Herefordshire Council, Arts Council England - West Midlands, Screen West Midlands, and from sponsorship and fundraising.  The remainder of its income is earned income, predominantly from Box Office sales.

What We Do

Mission Statement

The Courtyard is Herefordshire’s Centre for the Arts, promoting creativity as an important part in the lives of the whole community. 

Key Objectives

The Courtyard’s key objectives are to encourage the community to:

· promote a wide variety of artistic and cultural experiences both participatory and non participatory

· take part, engage with, challenge and expand on the breadth of opportunity available across the artistic spectrum 

Key Strategies


The Courtyard aims to achieve these key objectives by:

· providing wide ranging opportunities for the whole community to access experiences in the creative arts at varying degrees and at a level of their choice.

· to ensure that a wide and culturally diverse programme of work is available to all.

· working in partnership with artists, other arts organisations and the business community to ensure that a supportive infrastructure is in place for creative development.

· developing a comprehensive outreach programme throughout Herefordshire to compliment and support venue based activities.

· striving always to provide a quality experience in everything we do.

Key Values

The Courtyard aims to ensure that the key values are at the heart of everything it achieves.  These include:

· striving to ensure that equality of opportunity is at the heart of programming, access and employment

· developing and enabling a thriving arts culture to exist throughout Herefordshire

· in line with the Cultural Strategy, helping to develop Herefordshire as an active, vibrant and enjoyable place to be 

· celebrating culturally diverse work 

· striving to ensure that an integrated approach to creative opportunities is promoted through partnerships and involvement within the context of the wider socio-economic environment

· encourage excellence and quality at all times

· ensuring that we constantly strive to develop new audiences 
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