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Show Information

Title				Aladdin

Sponsor			Cargill Meats Europe

Writer 				Lyndsay Maples

Script Rights  			Lyndsay Maples

Director			Estelle van Warmelo

Running Dates  		26 November 2010 to 8 January 2011

Running time     		Estimated 2 ½ hours including one interval

Age Suitability   		This is a family production  
                          		Adult Nights (3, 9 & 15 Dec, 4 Jan) are strictly over 18s

Accessibility			Audio Described - 11 Dec 2pm & 6 Jan 7pm
 				Sign Interpreted – 10 Dec 7pm

Cast				7 actors
				4 dancers
				16 children (split into two casts of 8)

Selling points			A fun, festive day for all the family
 				Professional main cast
				Local community children’s chorus
 				An original script
 				Live music
 				Local jokes and a strong Herefordshire theme

Programme       		£2.50 from the box office, the stewards or the bar

Tickets				From £11.50 to £15.50, concessions £10.50 to £13.50
				Family tickets from £40 to £54, Adult Nights £16

This press pack can be downloaded as a word document or a pdf at www.courtyard.org.uk/pressoffice


Welcome to The Courtyard

Firstly I would like to welcome you all to Aladdin, The Courtyard’s 13th annual pantomime, and my 10th here at the venue. I hope that you will enjoy the pantomime treatment that we have given to this all-time classic tale in true Courtyard style.
I have enjoyed being involved in the planning and preparation for this year’s production and working with our creative team to produce what I hope will be our most successful pantomime to date. You will see some familiar faces and several new ones too. The most important aspect of creating a production here at The Courtyard is to bring together a company of performers who are strong actors, singers and dancers and who are supported by a highly professional creative team. We also use live musicians in the pit, rather than pre-recorded music, which is, sadly, becoming increasingly the norm in many venues these days.
Pantomime is a magical time here at The Courtyard, and I truly believe that the spectacle the production team has created this year will prove to be even more enchanting than usual.  The pantomime plays a vital part in the theatrical calendar and gives us an opportunity to show everyone in Herefordshire – and beyond - what The Courtyard can do. It provides many people with their first experience of live theatre, the magic of which is something I believe stays with them for the rest of their lives. The Courtyard stands at the heart of the community of Herefordshire, and is here to help enrich and stimulate people’s lives. So at this time let us all remember what an important part pantomime can play in demonstrating that theatre can be a fun and inspirational experience for us all. I firmly believe that this experience should be the best possible, and in order to achieve this we bring together the strengths of a newly created script (written once again by local writer Lyndsay Maples) which provides a strong story driven focus, new costumes, lavish sets and special effects, and a talented cast.
We are delighted that you are able to join us tonight to celebrate the start of the festive season in this most traditional of ways. Sit back, enjoy the spectacle and enter a world in which we travel on a journey of magical power where true love really does triumph over evil. 
Please join us after the performance for a festive drink on the first floor canyon. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you from all of us at The Courtyard.




Martyn Green
Chief Executive

Director’s Notes
Hardly a minute seems to have gone by since Beauty and the Beast was opening and yet here we are again: that magical time of year when dark days give way to warm fires and sparkling lights while the anticipation of unwrapped presents and family gatherings bring such excitement to young and old alike.
We always feel that this is the delight for us with our Courtyard Christmas show – it brings together all the different age groups from early school age right up to grandparents and beyond. It is heart-warming to see you all with your friends and family, sharing the laughter, booing the baddy and being charmed by the magic.
It is therefore my pleasure to welcome you all to The Courtyard for this year’s pantomime, the action-packed Aladdin. Who can resist the time-honoured story of the star-crossed street urchin who falls for the unattainable princess? Who can fail to shout out at the wickedness of the magician Abanazar who tries to foil Aladdin’s every attempt to better himself? And who can stifle a giggle at the antics of the hapless brother, Wishee Washee or their long-suffering mother, Widow Twankey?
So all that remains is for me to express my thanks to you all for coming and playing your part in making this such a fabulous experience for all of us. Panto brings out the child in us all so I urge you to free the child within! Forget about the economy and climate change. Leave at the door your worries about work and the mortgage. Let your hair down for a while. Let a little magic into your lives and lose yourselves for a couple of enchanting hours as we join Aladdin and his friends on this amazing adventure. You’re never too old for panto.

Estelle van Warmello
Director









A History of Aladdin
‘Once upon a time, in a far city of Cathay, there dwelt a poor tailor who had an only son named Aladdin...’
So begins the tale of ‘Aladdin and The Wonderful Lamp’ in a 1924 edition of The Arabian Nights. The story is believed to have originated in an Arabic folk tale while the name Aladdin comes from the Arabic ‘ãlã’ ad-dïn meaning ‘excellence of the faith’. The story was translated by Frenchman Antoine Galland after he heard the story from a Syrian storyteller visiting Paris. He incorporated the story into his translation of One Thousand and One Nights, even though it had never appeared in the original Persian or Arabic versions of the collection of stories.
With its tale of dervishes, viziers and jinn Aladdin appealed to the English fashion for the exotic which had existed since the 1700s. By the 1800s the story had been adapted for the stage and has been one of the most perennially popular Christmas pantomimes for more than 200 years.
The English translation of the original story begins in China, which was then called Cathay. Aladdin is a wild young boy who spends his days roaming the streets with his friends rather than helping his mother and father, who works as a tailor. When his father dies Aladdin refuses to find a job to support his poor mother. One day a rich merchant arrives who claims to be Aladdin’s uncle. Distraught at his brother’s death the merchant offers to train Aladdin to be a merchant. He and Aladdin leave to buy fine new clothes before walking into the desert to discuss their new business arrangement.
Aladdin’s uncle suddenly stops at a blank cliff face and draws a series of marks in the sand. He shouts ‘Abracadabra!’ and as if by magic an opening appears leading into a vast cave. In the centre of floor is a marble hatch with a gold handle. Aladdin’s uncle tells him that only he can open the hatch. Apprehensive, Aladdin pulls the handle and is surprised to find it give way to reveal a stone staircase. The merchant gives Aladdin a ring to wear and tells him to follow the stairs and bring back a lamp.
As the stairs give way to a path Aladdin finds a garden where jewels grow on the trees. He stuffs his pockets with diamonds, rubies and emeralds before collecting the lamp and climbing the stairs. As he nears the top steps Aladdin tires from the weight of his treasure and is unable to climb out through the hatch. When he refuses to leave anything behind the merchant grows angry and leaves, sealing the cave behind him. Aladdin realises that the merchant was not his uncle at all but an evil sorcerer. Distraught he begins to wring his hands. When Aladdin’s hand rubs the ring a
genie appears in a cloud of smoke. He is the slave of the ring and offers Aladdin anything he wishes. Aladdin wishes to go home.
Once home Aladdin decides to sell the dusty old lamp to buy food. His mother has barely begun to clean the lamp when another genie appears in a cloud of smoke. Once again he offers Aladdin anything he desires and the young urchin asks for a feast fit for a king.
Several months pass by with Aladdin and his mother living off food provided by the slave of the lamp. After promising his mother he will no longer use the magic of the lamp Aladdin walks the streets to try and find a way out of his life of poverty. A slave from the palace is walking the streets to order every citizen behind doors as the sultan’s daughter is about to journey to the bath house. Aladdin hides behind a door and, on pain of death, steals a look at the princess. He falls in love with her and promises himself that he will make her his bride by whatever means he can.
Does Aladdin win the heart of the most beautiful woman in the land? You’ll just have to read the story for yourself. Or better yet, sit back and enjoy the show!
















The Cast

Aladdin - Joseph Davenport Joseph trained at Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts. Since graduating this year with a First Class Honours in Musical Theatre, he played the role of Young David in a new play, Meeting Mark, which showcased at The Fan Museum in Greenwich. He also created the role of Harry in a brand new musical, After the Tone, which premiered at The Bridewell Theatre. Earlier this year, he played the role of Ensemble/Cover Samuel in the ‘What’s On Stage’ Award-Winning Production of Regan de Wynter’s All- Male Pirates of Penzance at Wilton’s Music Hall and The Rose Theatre, Kingston.
Other theatre credits include: Featured Ensemble in Snappy Title: Dream a Little Dream (The Cochrane Theatre), Wyatt in Crazy For You (The London Palladium), Riff in West Side Story (The Albany); Mike Costa/Dance Captain in A Chorus Line (Battersea Arts Centre) and Tony/Dance Captain in The Rink (The Karamel Club). Television includes: Lilies (BBC), Film includes: Weekender (Momentum Pictures). He is also a trained gymnast and has performed and competed in the Barcelona Dance Grand Prix. He is a member of a tribute band, The Gleeks, performing at corporate events and private parties.

WidowTwankey - Tim McArthur Tim is delighted to be appearing in Hereford this Christmas making his debut as Widow Twankey. His extensive career as an actor and singer has included parts in Silence The Musical and Bathhouse the Musical (Above the Stag), Classic Moments Hidden Treasures (Jermyn Street Theatre), Blair on Broadway (Arts Theatre), Company (Palace Theatre Westcliffe), Joseph (Middlesbrough Theatre and Chelmsford Civic) and Helen Lederer’s One Night Stand with Her Date Tim McArthur (National tour).
His television appearances include Richard Blackwood Show (Channel 4) and Eastenders (BBC1) while his radio credits include Kiss Me Kate, A Chorus Line, Fiddler on the Roof and Sweet Charity (BBC Radio 2).
His popularity on the cabaret circuit has seen Tim perform solo at the Purcell Room, Pizza on the Park, Jermyn Street Theatre, New End Theatre and Don’t Tell Mama in New York and as his musical comedy character Sister Mary McArthur at the Piccadilly Theatre in West End Eurovision, Edinburgh Festival Gilded Balloon 2007, Graham Norton (BBC1) and Elton John’s Christmas Party 2007. Tim has several years experience as a presenter on various radio and television shows including BBC London and Sky TV and is currently Associate Director & Casting Director at Above The Stag Theatre in London.

Princess Mei-Li - Zara Kadir Zara trained in musical theatre at the Guildford School of Acting. Since graduating Zara has performed in theatre and television. Her theatre credits include The Night Before Christmas (Scoop for More London), Crazy for You (London Palladium) and most  recently as ensemble/dance captain in a production of Carmen with The Pimlico Opera Company which took place in Wandsworth Prison!
Her television credits include The Worst Witch for CITV and she can currently be seen on adverts for The Hills and Eurostar.



Wishee Washee - David McMullan David graduated from Bird College with a BA (Hons) in Dance and Theatre Performance.
After graduating he resided in New York pursuing further dance training at Broadway Dance Centre and other leading dance studios in Manhattan.
David’s Theatre and TV credits include parts in Lend Me a Tenor (Theatre Royal, Plymouth), IQ in Hairspray in which he also understudied and played the role of Link Larkin (Shaftesbury Theatre, London), Crazy For You (Kilworth House Theatre) and Mark Cohen in a revival of Rent at the Catford Broadway Studio Theatre.
He made his West End debut in the ensemble for Mary Poppins (Prince Edward Theatre) and has played Frank in the Nickelodeon series Genie in the House.



Abanazar - Robert Traynor Robert trained at Guildhall School of Music & Drama. His theatre credits include Jean Valjean in Les Miserables, Emile in a UK tour of South Pacific, Strike Up The Band at (Barbican) and Candide (The Old Vic).
His operatic work includes several roles in Gilbert and Sullivan including Pirates of Penzance and The Mikado. Robert’s other roles include Don Alfonso in Cosi Fan Tutti, Pistol in Falstaff as well as title roles in Don Pasquale, Prince Igor and Nabucco.
In 2006 Robert played Boris in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang at The London Palladium and on the subsequent UK tour.
The following Christmas he played the Ghost of Christmas Past in the touring production of Scrooge with Shane Ritchie. His more recent roles include RF Simpson in Singin’ in the Rain (UK Tour) and Henry Saunders (cover) in Lend Me A Tenor (Theatre Royal Plymouth).
Robert is an experienced pantomime actor who last appeared at The Courtyard as Baron Wasteland in the 2008 production of Jack and the Beanstalk.

Genie - Phillip Arran Swansea-born Phillip has enjoyed a busy and varied career; his West End credits include Priscilla Queen of the Desert, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, The Fleet’s In and The Styne Way.
He has appeared as Rooster in Annie, Curly in Oklahoma, Chantal in La Cage Aux Folles, Cornelius in Hello Dolly and Gerald in Me and My Girl. He also played the role of The Cat in the London Premier of Honk!
Phillip has created the original roles of Henry Roberts in Amazing Grace and, most recently, Eddie the Spiv in Swansea Women. Phillip has also enjoyed pantomime seasons at Swansea, Cardiff, Windsor, Dartford and the Isle of Man, playing a myriad of leading and ensemble roles.
One of Phillip’s passions is cruising and he has spent several years at sea as part of the Stadium Theatre Company for P&O and as a featured vocalist with Costa Crociere. Phillip is also known to many as female impersonator CC Swan, originally created for Funny Girls in Blackpool but now a renowned name on the UK’s cabaret circuit and a fundraiser for many charities – the latest stint being a skydive from Swansea Airport in August 2010 for the RSPCA.
CC Swan was the host of ITV’s Karaoke Queen and has also appeared in numerous other television shows, with cameo roles in movies such as Gangster No.1, Too Much Sun and Around the World in 90 Days.

Emperor - Antony Jenkins Antony has been involved onstage and backstage at the Courtyard since 2001. In that time he’s performed in several youth and community projects such as One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Fiddler on the Roof, Guys and Dolls and The Crucible.
After graduating from East 15 Acting School in 2008 he returned to The Courtyard to play the giant in Jack and the Beanstalk then again as the Beast’s double in last year’s Beauty and the Beast. His other theatre work since drama school includes Steve in Modern Love (The Courtyard), Chreon in Medea (Bristol Old Vic), Stan in Let’s Watch Zulu (co-written for Criterion Theatre) Marwood in Whithnail I (Folly Arts Theatre) and Arthur in The Good Hope (Corbett Theatre). 

Antony’s television and film credits include Pobol Y Cwm, Terror Alert, Unconditional Love and Seven Scenes About Love.
As well as creating his own work with his theatre company, Antony has turned his hand backstage at The Courtyard where he now works as a stage technician.










The Dancers

Slave of the Ring - Jessica Hathaway Jessica trained at Performers College, after spending many years at The Judith Hockaday School of Dance and Drama in Swindon.
Her performance credits include Detective in the short film Dissolution, Ensemble in The Courtyard’s Jack and the Beanstalk, I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, Princess Puffer in The Mystery of Edwin Drood and Wendla in Spring Awakening as well as Cheu Fleur in last year’s Beauty and the Beast.
Jessica’s commercial work includes choreography for Red Blooded Womens’ Showcase, backing dancer for Fugative, dancer for Gina G on UK Tour, Feed the Children in Wokingham and modeling for various hair shows. You may also find her presenting on various web pages.

Luli - Heather Scott-Martin Heather graduated with a First Class BA (Hons) degree from Bird College.
Whilst at Bird she was awarded ‘Best company member of 2009’. Prior to Bird Heather studied Musical Theatre at the BRIT School.
Her theatre work includes playing Lorraine in 42nd Street and Queen Victoria in The Ripper. She is delighted to be returning to The Courtyard after her performance as Mangetout in Beauty and the Beast. She has recently returned, after touring Europe in Shout - The Mod Musical and Encore- A Musical Revue for Jean-Ann Ryan Productions.





Nee - Stuart MacIver Stuart recently graduated from the Guildford School of Acting. His theatre credits include Jamie Wellerstein in The Last Five Years (Brockely Jack Theatre), featured ensemble in Snappy Title: Dream a Little Dream (Cochrane Theatre) Sinbad/Dai Bread/Ocky in Under Milk Wood (The Mill, Guildford), Nicky in I Sing (tour), Oddjob in The Life (Bellairs Playhouse), Townsperson/Ensemble in 110 In The Shade (Bellairs Playhouse), Dance Captain in Kiss Me Kate (Yvonne Arnaud), Gideon in Seven Brides for Seven Brothers (workshop) and Jaques in As You Like It (Workshop).




Naa - Jamie Keen Jamie trained at the Dance School of Scotland and Bird College, graduating with a First Class BA (Hons) Degree.
His theatre work includes ‘Andy Lee’ in 42nd Street, ensemble in The Ripper (New Players Theatre, London), Songs for a New World, Sweet Charity and dance captain in Dick Whittington (Brick Lane Music Hall, London).
More recently he performed onboard The Explorer of the Seas for Royal Caribbean International where he performed in Invitation to Dance which was choreographed by Louis van Amstel from ABC’s Dancing with the Stars.








The Children’s Chorus












The Yins
Andrew Niblett, Grace Carter, Danielle Harwood, Teagan Melville, Jackson Stayte,
Lucy Burke, Isaac Barber, James Lavender










The Yangs
Craig Wigmore, Shika Kahokola-Prout, Lucy Lock , Abigail Price, Harry Jones,
Stephanie Norman, Ryan Hill, Fletcher Garrard
The Production Team

Director - Estelle Van Warmelo Estelle has directed for many companies including the Scottish companies The Traverse (Dear Janet Rosenberg, Dear Mr Kooning), First Base (Three Steps to Heaven) The Edinburgh Assembly Rooms (Descent) and Fifth Estate (Better Days, Better Knights).
She joined The Courtyard in 1998, taking on the notorious Senior Youth Theatre as well as some inhouse directing including Educating Rita, Little Voice and Not About Heroes. She directed The Courtyard’s last two pantomimes, Jack and the Beanstalk and Beauty and the Beast.
Estelle is on the board for Four Play and directed Waiting for Godot for the company many moons ago. She has a long-standing association with New Theatre Works (Kicking District, Heart and Stone) and is one of the founders of the innovative new company Feral Productions. With Feral, Estelle has directed The Gingerbread House (2009) and this year’s LOCKED (Rapunzel’s Lament).

Choreographer - Phillip Aiden Phillip trained at The Arts Educational Schools, London on the musical theatre course. Since leaving he has worked extensively in theatre and television both as a performer and choreographer. Choreography includes:- A new commission with Ballet Central for 2011, Classic Moments, Hidden Treasures - A Sondheim Review (Jermyn Street Theatre), Westend Eurovision 2010 (Piccadilly Theatre), Beauty and The Beast (Hereford), Ballet Central 2010/09/08/07 Tours, Personals (Jermyn Street Theatre), Brenda Bly-Teen Detective (Pleasance Theatre), Me and My Girl (Devonshire Park Theatre,Eastbourne), Ladies Night (UK Tour), Aspects of Dance ‘98 (Hackney Empire), Honk!, Cabaret, Copacabana (Mountview), Fame, Circle of Life (Arts Ed). As a performer theatre credits include:- Chicago, Beautiful and Damned, Beauty and the Beast, My Fair Lady, Anything Goes, La Traviata, Evita, Always, Mack and Mabel, Follies, Calamity Jane, Tommy Steele-What a Show!, Me and My Girl. Phillip is also a Reps level 3 Personal trainer/fitness instructor, and a freelance Jazz teacher at several colleges in London, and guest teacher at Danceworks, London.

Musical Director - Rab Handleigh Rab’s career in the arts spans thirty years, much of which was spent on the Scottish theatre circuit with such stalwart companies as The Royal Lyceum, The Traverse, The Citizens, Wildcat, Communicado, The Tron and Fifth Estate. In 1998, he moved to Hereford to take up the position as Musical Director in residence at The Courtyard, working on productions such as West Side Story, Sweeney Todd, Anne Frank and The Rise and Fall of Little Voice.
Rab toured Herefordshire’s churches with New Theatre Works as MD/Andy in Heart and Stone and has toured Germany with The Bath Natural Theatre Company’s production Scarlatti in Paradise shortly before he took on the part of ‘Marco’ in 4Play’s production of Art.

Lighting Designer - Carl Hulme Carl joined The Courtyard in 2001 as Production Manager after working for the RSC, Kent Opera, Rowan Atkinson and the Theatre Royal in Bath. Before joining The Courtyard Carl worked on the animation film Chicken Run for Aardman Animations. His most recent Courtyard credits include Not About Heroes, Singin’ in the Rain, Dick Whittington, Snow White and Jack and the Beanstalk and last year’s Beauty and the Beast. Carl also works as a freelance lighting designer, photographer and is a life-long fan of Portsmouth Football Club.

The Musicians
Keyboards - Rab Handleigh Our musical director also plays the keyboard for Aladdin.
Drums - John Cutler We welcome John back for his 12th Courtyard Christmas.
A very much in demand local drummer who currently has a weekend residency with Warner Leisure Hotels at Holme Lacy House, John is proud to be associated with Pro-Mark drum sticks who are sponsoring him throughout the show.

Bass - Simon Tittley Simon Tittley grew up in Herefordshire from the age of 11. He attended The Birmingham School of Speech Training & Dramatic Art 1973-76.
He later worked as a producer for WEA and was signed to a US indie label as an artist in the early nineties. Today he works as a musician, produces tracks at his Planet Zog studio and runs a successful guitar and bass teaching business.








 
PRESS RELEASE

ISSUE NO. 1
DATE 11/12/2010
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The nights are drawing in, the lights are twinkling in the trees, Father Christmas is preparing his sleigh and at The Courtyard it’s pantomime time!  
The Courtyard is always trying to make the panto bigger and better, and after the huge success of last year’s Beauty and the Beast they’ve got their work cut out. The production team realised that to build on their achievements they needed to find a traditional panto, a story with something for everybody and a well loved favourite that the cast and crew could really get their creative teeth into.  With that in mind there was really only one choice -  Aladdin! 
This year Aladdin will be played by the adorable Joseph Davenport. Joseph is a newcomer to The Courtyard having recently graduated from Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts. Joseph visited Hereford in September and is delighted that he will be spending Christmas surrounded by so much beautiful countryside. During his visit he was joined by Tim McArthur (Widow Twankey) and Phillip Arran (the Genie). All three actors spent the day getting into the spirit of the pantomime by exploring Coleford’s ancient iron mines at Clearwell Caves. The three actors had an enormous amount of fun posing for photographs and it gave them a chance to get to know each other before the hard work of rehearsals started.
Aladdin’s Princess will be played by the beautiful and talented Zara Kadir. Zara is also a newcomer to The Courtyard, she has always dreampt of playing the princess in Aladdin and is looking forward to the opening night.  A couple of familiar faces will be returning for Aladdin. Robert Traynor was last on stage at The Courtyard in 2008/09 when he played the evil Baron Wasteland in Jack & the Beanstalk. This year he is back, and as evil as ever, as he steps into the shoes of one of pantomime’s best known villains Abanazar. 
If you watched last year’s Beauty & the Beast you may remember Belle’s beautiful but very spoiled sisters Mange-tout and Chou Fleur, played by Jessica Hathaway and Heather Scott-Martin. Jessica and Heather had so much fun that they are coming back this year and can’t wait to bring their cheeky humour to the stage. 
Aladdin runs from Friday 26 November 2010 to Saturday 8 January 2011. Tickets range from £11.50 to £16, with concessions available. Call the box office on 01432 340555 or visit www.courtyard.org.uk/pantomime to book your tickets. 
Aladdin is sponsored by Hereford-based company Cargill. The company's meat business in Hereford is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year and has chosen to sponsor the pantomime as part of the celebrations. Richard Maxfield, Managing Director at Cargill Meats Europe, commented: “We support a wide variety of local initiatives and this year we felt that it was time to extend that support to reflect the broader needs of our employees’ families. So, as part of our 50th year of business in Hereford, we are delighted to be sponsoring The Courtyard’s Aladdin pantomime.” 
 (
The Courtyard provides a space for innovation, creativity, and participation for the whole community.
)

Editor’s Notes:
Tickets can be booked night and day online at our website www.courtyard.org.uk or from 10am to 8pm Monday to Saturday, and 11am to 2.30pm Sundays, at our Box Office on 01432 340555.
The Courtyard Trust, a registered charity, operates the venue and a full programme of events with financial support from its key partners, Herefordshire Council and Arts Council England.

Contact Details:
Victoria Branson
The Courtyard
Marketing and Communications Officer
Email: victoria.branson@courtyard.org.uk
Direct Line: 01432 346534
Fax: 01432 346549
 ENDS














PRESS RELEASE
Courtyard Christmas Appeal
ISSUE NO. 1

DATE 15/11/2010

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Courtyard, Herefordshire’s Centre for the Arts, has announced their charity partner for this year’s Christmas Appeal. Following a huge response to The Courtyard’s call-out for applications from local charities, the successful charity is HOPE Support Services based in Ross-on-Wye. 
HOPE supports young people and children when a family member is diagnosed with a life threatening illness. Founded in 2009, the charity is growing fast and has already attracted national attention for its unique service. HOPE founder Sue Trevethan commented: “We are a new, unique, forward thinking and dynamic charity and the opportunity to partner with a like minded organisation such as The Courtyard is very exciting’.
Having been inundated with requests for their unique service, raising more funds will help HOPE to accelerate their service provision throughout the whole of Herefordshire, in particular the on-line service for those young people who experience restricted access to the charity’s youth sessions and one to one support.
Business Development Manager of The Courtyard Lucy Wells said: ‘Following a very difficult evaluation of the 25 charities that applied to get involved with this year’s Appeal, we finally chose HOPE because they are small but dynamic and offer a unique and crucial service. Sue particularly struck us as a very visionary and inspirational leader, who has already achieved amazing things in just one year. We are therefore proud and excited to partnering with HOPE, and hope to make this year’s appeal the best one yet for both our charities. Please give generously!’
The Courtyard will use any funds raised to support its growing programme of community arts projects, including supporting the work of the newly appointed Arts & Older People’s Officer around the county.
The Appeal will run alongside this year’s pantomime Aladdin from Friday 26 November to Saturday 8 January 2011. There will be many ways to donate, including online and via the box office when booking tickets in person or by phone. There will also be bucket collections by the Aladdin cast after each public performance. All profits will be split between The Courtyard and HOPE Support Services. For further details of the appeal visit www.courtyard.org.uk/christmasappeal and for information on HOPE Support Services go to www.hopesupportservices.org.uk. 
 (
The Courtyard provides a space for innovation, creativity, and participation for the whole community.
)

Editor’s Notes:
Tickets can be booked night and day online at our website www.courtyard.org.uk or from 10am to 8pm Monday to Saturday, and 11am to 2.30pm Sundays, at our Box Office on 01432 340555.
The Courtyard Trust, a registered charity, operates the venue and a full programme of events with financial support from its key partners, Herefordshire Council and Arts Council England.
[image: logo sig]

www.hopesupportservices.org.uk


Image: Martyn Green (Courtyard Chief Executive), Tim McArthur (Widow Twankey), Joseph Davenport (Aladdin), Sue Trevethan (Hope Support Services) 

Contact Details:
Victoria Branson
The Courtyard
Marketing and Communications Officer
Email: victoria.branson@courtyard.org.uk
Direct Line: 01432 346534
Fax: 01432 346549
 ENDS
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Aladdin Production Photos 
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The Courtyard Christmas Appeal - 
Martyn Green, Tim McArthur, Joseph Davenport, Sue Trevethan
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CONTACT DETAILS

The Courtyard
Edgar Street
Hereford
Herefordshire
HR4 9JR

01432 340555

www.courtyard.org.uk 


For all press enquires please contact:

Michael Connolly
Head of Sales and Marketing
01432 346513
michael.connolly@courtyard.org.uk 
Victoria Branson
Marketing and Communications Officer
01432 346534
victoria.branson@courtyard.org.uk 
Ryan Bromley
Marketing and Communications Assistant
01432 346512
ryan.bromley@courtyard.org.uk 
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